THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

all troubles and sorrows, do not disturb them !" The vener-
able Anuruddha, hearing how the forester addressed the
Blessed One, said : u Brother forester, do not obstruct the
Blessed One. Our Blessed Master is there." And the
venerable Anuruddha went to the venerable Nandika and
the venerable Kimbila, and said to them : "Come, Venerable
One, come, Venerable One, our Blessed Teacher is there."
And the venerable Anuruddha, the venerable Nandika, and
the venerable Kimbila, went to the Blessed One. One removed
his robe and alms-bowl, one arranged for him a suitable seat,
the other brought him a foot-stool, a basin and water to wash
his feet. The Blessed One seated himself on the seat pre-
pared for him and washed his feet. And after the venerable
disciples had finished their greeting ministrations, they sat
by his side. And the Blessed One spoke to the venerable
Anuruddha as follows : (t How do you do, 0 Anuruddha?
Have you enough to live on ? Have you no need of alms ? "
<( We are doing well, 0 Blessed One. We have enough to
live on, 0 Blessed One, and we have, 0 Lord, no need for
alms." " Do you live together, 0 Anuruddha, in concord,
without strife, peaceably looking at each other with friendly
eyes." " We live together, 0 Lord, in concord, without
strife, peacefully viewing each other with loving eyes.
" And how do you do this, 0 Anuruddha ? " t( I think, 0
Lord, that it is for me a gain and a blessing that I live together
with such fellow bhikshus. In me has grown, 0 Lord, to-
wards these Venerable Ones a love which actuates openly
and in secret all my deeds, words and thoughts. I always
attempt, 0 Lord, to suppress my own will and act accord-
ing to the wills of these venerable men. And I have, 0 Lord,
suppressed my will and acted according to the wills of these
'Venerable Ones. Though our bodies, 0 Lord, are different,
our heart, I believe, is one and the same." On questioning
Nandika and Kimbila the Blessed One obtained the same
answer.

Attempts have sometimes been made to belittle the im-
portance of love in Buddhism. In certain J&takas, such
as the Visvantara Jataka, the bodhisattva is represented as
giving away his wife and children in the practice of ddna
jbaramito,, From this it is argued that heartless inhumanity